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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings were received on 10/18/2004. These drawings are acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Where applicant acts as his or her own lexicographer to specifically define a term 
of a claim contrary to its ordinary meaning, the written description must clearly redefine 
the claim term and set forth the uncommon definition so as to put one reasonably skilled 
in the art on notice that the applicant intended to so redefine that claim term. Process 
Control Corp. v. HydReclaim Corp., 190 F.3d 1350, 1357, 52 USPQ2d 1029, 1033 (Fed. 
Cir. 1999). The term "bank identification number (BIN)" in claims 1, 6, 9, 11, and 13 is 
used by the claim to mean "a portion of an account number that uniquely identifies the 
issuer or acquirer", while the accepted meaning is "bank identification number." The 
term is indefinite because the specification does not clearly redefine the term. The 
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Examiner submits that in the application, the "Acquirer" is utilized as a clearinghouse, 
the "Service Provider" is an intermediary between the Acquirer and the Issuer or visa 
versa. The Applicant has not specified that the Service Provider, the Acquirer or the 
Issuer is in fact a bank. The term BIN is repugnant to the accepted use when used as a 
number for identifying an entity other than a bank, 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 


5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 


6. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Franklin et al. U.S. Patent 6,000,832 [Franklin] , and further in view of Rosen U.S. 
Patent 6,205,436 [Rosen] 

7. As per claim 1: 

8. Franklin discloses: 

(a) receiving by a service provider a first authorization request for the authorization 
of a transaction using a first payment account number, wherein: 
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(i) the first payment account number has a first bank identification number (BIN) 
code associated with the service provider and is associated with a second payment 
account number having a second BIN code associated with an issuer of said second 
number, said second payment account number not being included in said first 
authorization request; Col. 6-7 , lines 1-67. 

Franklin discloses the claimed invention except for the specific term BIN. 
However, Franklin does teach that the first five-to-seven digits are a bank related prefix 
when assigning an account number to a customer. Col. 8, lines 1-3. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
use a BIN for a portion of the account number since it is known in the art that bank 
related prefix numbers normally include the BIN. 

(ii) the first authorization request includes a first acquirer code associated with an 
acquirer; CoL 1 1 , lines 38-45. 

(iii) the first authorization request is routable through the payment network to the 
service provider based on said first BIN code; Col. 1 1 , lines 50-67. 

Franklin discloses the claimed invention except for the responsive to the first 
authorization request, transmitting by the service provider a second authorization 
request for authorization of the transaction using the second payment account number, 
the second authorization request including a second acquirer code associated with the 
service provider and being routable through the payment network to the issuer based on 
said second BIN code. Rosen teaches that it is known in the art to provide a response 
to the first authorization request, transmitting by the service provider a second 
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authorization request for authorization of the transaction using the second payment 
account number, the second authorization request including a second acquirer code 
associated with the service provider and being routable through the payment network to 
the issuer based on said second BIN code. Col. 17, lines 52-67, Col. 18, lines 1-67. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the 

interactions between the issuer and acquirer in a credit card type transaction with the 
responsive to the first authorization request, transmitting by the service provider a 
second authorization request for authorization of the transaction using the second 
payment account number, the second authorization request including a second 
acquirer code associated with the service provider and being routable through the 
payment network to the issuer based on said second BIN code of Franklin, in order to 
further clarify the transaction protocol disclosed by Franklin. 

(c) receiving a response to the second authorization request by the service provider 
from the issuer, the response including the second acquirer code and being routable 
through the payment network based on that code; Col. 12, lines 1-30. 

(d) transmitting a response to the first authorization request by the service provider to 
acquirer based on the response to the second authorization request, the response to 
the first authorization request including the first acquirer code and being routable 
through the payment network based on that code. Col. 12, lines 10-35. 


As per claim 2: 


Application/Control Number: 09/833,049 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3621 

Franklin further discloses: 

wherein said response to the second authorization request from the issuer further 
includes said second payment account number, and said response to the first 
authorization request by the service provider further includes said first payment account 
number. Col. 11, lines 25-67. 

As per claim 3: 

Franklin further discloses: 

wherein said first authorization request comprises a message authentication 
code including transaction data, and said request is formatted with a standard track 
having a plurality of fields including a discretionary field in said message authentication 
code is placed. Col. 9, lines 59-67 

As per claim 4: 

Franklin discloses the claimed invention except for the wherein said service 
provider verifies the .message authentication code. Rosen teaches that it is known in 
the art to provide a wherein said service provider verifies the .message authentication 
code. Col. 21-22, lines 1-67. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the transaction verifications 
between the intermediate entities of Franklin with the wherein said service provider 
verifies the message authentication code of Rosen, in order to provide another 
intermediary during the transaction. 
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As per claim 5: 
Franklin discloses: 

(a) generating a message authentication code based on one or more transaction 
details; Col. 5, lines 23-50. 

(b) transmitting at least the first payment accounts number and the message 
authentication code to the merchant; Col. 9, lines 12-67. 

(c) Franklin discloses the claimed invention except for requesting by the merchant 
an authorization for payment of the transaction using the first payment account number, 
the request being formatted as if payment were tendered at a point-of-sale terminal with 
a conventional magnetic-stripe payment card, the format having a with at least a 
discretionary data field and said message authentication code being fitted in said 
discretionary data field. However, Franklin does disclose the point of sale Payment 
concept. Col. 42-42, lines 1-67. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to requesting by the merchant an 
authorization for payment of the transaction using the first payment account number, the 
request being formatted as if payment were tendered at a point-of-sale terminal with a 
conventional magnetic-stripe payment card, the format having a with at least a 
discretionary data field and said message authentication code being fitted in said 
discretionary data field since it is known in the art that at point of sale transactions, 
credit cards provide via the magnetic stripes, the required information identifying the 
user . 
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(d) Franklin discloses the claimed invention except for the responsive to the first 
authorization request, transmitting by the service provider a second authorization 
request for authorization of the transaction using the second payment account number, 
the second authorization request including a second acquirer code associated with the 
service provider and being routable through the payment network to the issuer based on 
said second BIN code. Rosen teaches that it is known in the art to provide a response 
to the first authorization request, transmitting by the service provider a second 
authorization request for authorization of the transaction using the second payment 
account number, the second authorization request including a second acquirer code 
associated with the service provider and being routable through the payment network to 
the issuer based on said second BIN code. Col. 17, lines 52-67, Col. 18, lines 1-67. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the 

interactions between the issuer and acquirer in a credit card type transaction with the 
responsive to the first authorization request, transmitting by the service provider a 
second authorization request for authorization of the transaction using the second 
payment account number, the second authorization request including a second 
acquirer code associated with the service provider and being routable through the 
payment network to the issuer based on said second BIN code of Franklin, in order to 
further clarify the transaction protocol disclosed by Franklin. 


Application/Control Number: 09/833,049 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3621 

(e) accepting or declining the authorization request for the first payment account 
based on the response to the authorization request for the second payment account 
and the message authentication code. Col. 17-18, lines 1-67. 

As per claim 6: 

Franklin further discloses: 

wherein said first and second payment account numbers include respective bank 
identification numberiBIN) codes the first associated service provider and the second 
associated with an issuer of the second payment account; said service provider 
receiving said merchant's request through a payment network based on said BIN code, 
and wherein said service provider generates said request for authorization of payment 
using the second payment account number and routes said request to said issuer 
through said network based on said second BIN code. Col. 11-12, lines 1-67. 

The limitation of designating the account/routing number as a BIN as previously 
disclosed does not render the claim original or nonobvious. Franklin utilizes BIN 
numbers without so stating because their use is old and well known in the art at the time 
of the invention to a person of ordinary skill in the art. 

As per claim 7: 

Franklin further discloses: 
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wherein said service provider includes in said request for authorization for 
payment an acquirer code associated with said service provider, such that said 
response from said issuer is routed back to said service provider. Col. 1 1 , lines 39-67. 

As per claim 8: 

Franklin further discloses: 

wherein said request by said merchant includes an associated merchant acquirer 
code, and wherein said service provider generates a message on said accepting or 
declining step and routes that message to said associated merchant acquirer code. 
Col. 11, lines 39-67. 

As per claim 9: 

The limitation of designating the account/routing number as a BIN as previously 
disclosed does not render the claim original or nonobvious. Franklin utilizes BIN 
numbers without so stating because their use is old and well known in the art at the time 
of the invention to a person of ordinary skill in the art. 

Franklin discloses: 

issuing by an issuer having an issuer bank identification number (BIN), a first 
payment account number to a user having a computer, said issuer BIN being 
associated with said first payment account number; Col. 6, lines 24-67. 

providing a security module for generating a secret key unique to each first account 
number issued; Fig. 2, 50 
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generating a second account number associated with said first payment account; 1 
Col. 7, lines 25-67. 

providing a secure payment application by a service provider to said computer, said 
application comprising said second account number and said secret key; Col. 7, lines 
25-67. 

storing said secure payment application on said computer; Col. 7, lines 25-67. 
selecting a merchant with whom to conduct said financial transaction, said merchant 
having an associated acquirer BIN; Col. 11, lines 1-67. 

passing to said computer transaction data; Col. 1 1 , lines 1-67. 
generating a message authentication code based on said transaction data; Col. 12, 
lines 1-29. 

transmitting track data to said merchant, said track data comprising said message 
authentication code and said second account number; Col. 12, lines 1-25. 

generating a first authorization request based on said data; Col. 9, lines 12-67. 

transmitting said first request to said service provider; Col. 1 1 , lines 25-67. 

verifying said first request with said secret key; Col. 12, lines 1-15. 

obtaining said first payment account number associated with said second account 
number; Col. 12, lines 30-67. 

transmitting a second authorization request using said first payment account 
number to said issuer BIN associated with said number; Col. 11-12, lines 1-67. 

authorizing or rejecting said second request. Col. 12, lines 1-35. 
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As per claim 10: 
Franklin further discloses: 

wherein said track data comprises a discretionary data field, an account number 
field, and an expiration date field, and wherein said fitting track data step further 
includes; Fig. 4-6 and associated explanations. 

placing said message authentication data in said discretionary data field; placing 
said second account number in said account number field; and placing an expiration 
date in said expiration date field. Fig. 4-6 and associated explanations. 

As per claim 1 1 : 
Franklin further discloses: 

wherein said transaction data include said associated acquirer BIN, and a 
transaction amount. Col. 11, lines 30-40. 

As per claim 12: 
Franklin further discloses: 

wherein said verifying step further includes verifying said transaction data. Col. 
1 1 , lines 50-67. 

As per claim 13: 
Franklin further discloses: 
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wherein said second authorization request includes an acquirer code associated 
with said service provider, and further comprising the steps of; 

generating a message based on said authorizing or rejecting step; Col. 12, 
lines 1-25. 

forwarding said message to said service provider based on said acquirer code; 
Col. 12, lines 1-25. 

and using said merchant's associated acquirer BIN to advise said merchant of 
said message. Col. 12, lines 1-25. 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kramer et al. U.S. Patent 6,324,525 SETTLEMENT OF 
AGGREGATED ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS OVER A NETWORK. 

Cockrill et al. U.S. Patent 6,473,740 ELCTRONIC COMMERCE USING A 
TRANSACTION NETWORK. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel L. Greene whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5539. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thur. 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have quf^tions>sn access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business CeXter (EBC) af>§66-S^^t97 (toll-free). 
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